
  

 
... in order that they may have life and have it abundantly.’ (John 10:10) 

 

Primary Languages at PCPS 
 

Intent 
 
Purpose of study: 
Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an opening to other 
cultures. A high-quality languages education should foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their 
understanding of the world. The teaching should enable pupils to express their ideas and thoughts 
in another language and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and in writing. 
It should also provide opportunities for them to communicate for practical purposes, learn new 
ways of thinking and read great literature in the original language. Language teaching should 
provide the foundation for learning further languages, equipping pupils to study and work in other 
countries.”   
The National Curriculum in England: Key stages 1 and 2 Framework Document - September 2013  
 
PCPS Vision:  
At PCPS we believe that the learning of a language provides a valuable educational, social and 
cultural experience for our pupils. It helps them to develop communication skills, including key 
skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing. The children’s knowledge of how language works 
is developed and extended. Lessons enable pupils to make substantial progress in one language - 
French. The linguistic skills gained assist and lay foundations for further language learning. Pupils 
develop the confidence and independence to explore and be able to attempt manipulation of the 
structure of language. Learning another language gives children a new and broader perspective 
on the world, encouraging them to understand their own cultures and those of others.  

In addition to the study of French, children have access to extra-curricular clubs, for example 
Mandarin (in partnership with Newcastle University), which enables them to develop their fluency 
in other languages and draw linguistic comparisons to deepen their understanding of French.  

As well as French, community languages are also valued at PCPS. Children are encouraged to 
share other languages that they speak and these are displayed around the building.  

Implementation 
 
Organisation:  
All children at PCPS learn French. Pupils are taught by a specialist teacher with a degree in 
French Studies once a week – for around 30 minutes in Nursery and Reception, around 45 
minutes in Key Stage 1 and 60 minutes in Key Stage 2. Class teachers have access to links to 
games and videos which can be used as follow-up activities throughout the week.  
 
Curriculum:  
French lessons in Early Years cover a range of cross-curricular topics. We use the online 
Camembear programme which includes songs, rhymes, games and activities. This programme 
covers every Early Learning Goal as well as the seven core areas of Learning. Pupils are also 



encouraged to incorporate French into their daily routines such as greetings and snack times. At 
Key Stages 1 and 2, we base our planning on the Primary Languages Network scheme of work. 
This provides materials, resources and activities to enable us to ensure progression in language 
learning across the four core skills and also the DfE 12 Attainment Targets. It is a live scheme 
which is continually updated and revised in order to meet with current curriculum standards. 
Alongside the planning provided, the network also enriches this through accompanying 
PowerPoints, podcasts (spoken by native speakers) links to authentic literature, songs, games, 
culture points of reference and links to appropriate websites. This planning is enhanced by links to 
our PCPS curriculum, particularly in Early Years and Key Stage 1. Songs and stories are used 
regularly and links are made with learning in other curriculum areas such as Maths.   
 
Teaching and Learning:  
A range of teaching methods are implemented to ensure that the children are developing their 
linguistic skills through listening, speaking, reading and writing in order to be secondary-ready. 
Activities may consist of actions, rhymes, stories, song, drama, grammar focus, video clips, air 
writing, sentence structure, dictionary work, book making and many more creative ways to extend, 
embed and combine language skills. Wherever possible, remote learning tasks via Google 
Classroom match closely with the teaching and learning happening in school.  
 
Continuing Personal Development:  
The Primary Languages subject leader attends regular CPD, both as part of the Primary 
Languages Network and the wider Primary Languages community including the Association for 
Language Learning.  
 
Impact 
 
Assessment:  
Ongoing informal assessment is used throughout Early Years and Key Stage 1. At Key Stage 2, 
the four language skills are assessed informally as well as more formally in summative 
assessments each term. Key Stage 2 pupils use self-assessment each half term to monitor their 
own progress. All forms of assessment are used to identify any gaps in knowledge and to inform 
the planning of future lessons. At Key Stage 2, pupil attainment is tracked in SIMS each half term.  
 
Monitoring:  
The subject leader continually monitors the impact of teaching on learning in order to ensure that 
knowledge is retained by the children and that they are able to apply their learning in different 
areas and with increasing levels of challenge. Observation of children in lessons demonstrates 
high levels of motivation and enjoyment.  
 
Pupil Voice: 
Pupils in all year groups are encouraged to discuss their learning on a regular basis. This is used 
to further develop teaching and learning.  


