
Ponteland Community Primary School 

How We Teach Reading  

 At PCPS we use DfE validated Floppy Phonics scheme.  

 In Nursery, children use pictures and build on the first phase of phonics exploring the seven 

aspects: alliteration, environmental, listening to sounds, discussing sounds, listening walks, 

rhyming soup, developing skills in reading.  

 In a phonics session children say, write, read and make the sound. They may be working 

alone, in pairs or in an ability group.  

 There are phonic sounds for the children to practise. If the parent holds the sound up, the 

child can say the sounds. There will be a phonic sheet twice a week to complete.  

 For homework there is a phonics booklet to be completed 1-2 pages a week, not to be 

rushed, for children to do in their own time.  

 Children build on words using retrieval practise and progress to more words and sentences. 

They read every Friday to a teacher.  

 We use the Oxford reading tree to check each child’s reading level. These levelled books are 

sent home, as are free readers which can be changed as often as required. Picture books 

prompt parents to ask questions to help the child discuss the pictures. 

 In the children’s school planners parents are asked to read with their children every night 

and to write the pages in the planners.  

 EY teachers meet and greet parents in the morning and afternoon and share any 

communications then.  

 SENDCo meets with parents regarding speech and language concerns, interventions and 

strategies to use in lessons. 

 Children will have two books. One book is an Oxford Reading Tree book for the children to 

read to the parents and the second book is a free reader book for the parents to read with 

the children to enjoy a bedtime story. The Oxford Reading Tree book should be recorded in 

the planners to show parents have listened to their child read. Try and read with your child 

every night. Books will be changed every Friday, make sure the planner and books are in 

reading folders on a Friday please. 

 To develop fine motor skills, parents can help by trying the following at home. Encourage the 

children to use scissors; write their name, encouraging the tripod grip of the pencil.  

 Recent newsletters: The best way is to provide your child with a wide range of materials to 

manipulate. Good choices include blocks (especially the interlocking types like magnetic 

blocks, Lego or stickle bricks); crayons, felt tips, paints and glue; modelling clay or 

playdough; paper, card, and scissors; threading beads and simple sewing cards; popping 

bubble wrap; pouring things using jugs, bottles, and funnels; tweezers or tongs to transfer 

small items; opening packets and wrappers; picking up rice and beans; and using pegs. 

Remember that if your child is struggling encourage them to ‘have a go’ before you do it for 

them! 

 


