
 
 

John 10:10 ‘let them have life and have it abundantly’ 
 

Music Statement 
 
Intent 

Music is taught weekly at Ponteland Community Primary School (PCPS). In this subject area, 
teachers ensure the coverage of all curriculum objectives through our ‘five-strand 
approach.’ We have fantastic facilities at PCPS and all children use our specialist music 
room. This allows children to experiment with a variety of instruments such as 
piano/keyboards, xylophones, glockenspiels as well as a raft of percussion-based 
instruments. We are fortunate enough to have multiple peripatetic music lessons taking 
place across our school daily. These range from piano and violin, brass/wind to drums and 
guitar. Music is a wonderfully creative and enjoyable activity. It can also be a highly 
academic and demanding subject. At PCPS we provide purposeful opportunities for all 
children to create, play, perform and enjoy music, to develop the skills, to appreciate a wide 
variety of musical forms, and to begin to make judgements about the quality of music. 
Furthermore, we endeavour to offer children more diverse opportunities such as steel pans 
and samba drumming workshops. Our overarching aim is to ensure that all children have a 
good grounding in music theory and how to work as part of a greater ensemble. With our 
broad curriculum we hope to give children a depth of knowledge and good musical 
appreciation and we hope that this inspires our children to pursue their musical potential 
further.  

Implementation 
 
Enjoyment and achievement are integral for good primary practice; every child should enjoy 
musical activities. We encourage children to participate in a variety of musical experiences 
through which we aim to build up the confidence of all children. For some children, Music is 
their release and a way to express. 
 
At the heart of our curriculum is singing and working as a greater ensemble. This really helps 
our pupils develop strong working relationship and allows them to understand the 
importance of avid teamwork. We also pay a keen interest to the progression of musical 
literacy and understanding of basic music theory. As part of every unit of work, our teachers 
consider the key skills required for their class and the ways in which their lessons are 
underpinned by one, or more, of the five-strand approach.  
 
 



 
Our five-strand approach:  
 

1. Singing and Ensemble  
2. Performance 
3. Listening and Evaluating 
4. Composition  
5. Music Theory and Musicianship 

 
Musical experimentation and a willingness to try new instruments and sounds are 
celebrated. This discovery approach allows us to nurture every learner in our classroom and 
further allows to take a ‘every child matters’ approach to this subject. 
 
Aims 
 

The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, 
genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and 
musicians 

 learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own 
and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use 
technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level 
of musical excellence 

 understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, 
including through the interrelated dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, 
timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations 

 
Curriculum Links 
 
English  
 
Music contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school by actively promoting 
the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Children develop their language skills 
through singing songs, with attention to diction, meaning, rhythm and rhyme. They use 
reference books, and develop research skills, when finding out about the history of music 
and musicians. Music is also used to stimulate discussion or creative writing. Song writing 
opportunities are actively encouraged with a particular focus on descriptive language. 
Through working with others in a musical setting, children develop their ability to 
communicate ideas effectively.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
Mathematics  
 
The teaching of music contributes to children's mathematical understanding in a variety of 
ways. Children who study the structure of music are observing patterns and processes. 
Talent in music is often linked with talent in mathematics, as the rhythm and structure of 
music are mathematically based.  
 
Personal, social and health education (PSHE)   
 
Music contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social and health education and 
citizenship. Through the common goal of making music, children learn to work effectively 
with other people, and to build up good relationships. Music is the basis of many social 
activities, and plays an important role in personal development and building self-
confidence. Participation in successful public musical performances is sometimes one of the 
most memorable things young people do at school.  
 
Children at PCPS can encounter music from many cultures and, through their growing 
knowledge and understanding of the music; they develop more positive attitudes towards 
other cultures and societies. At PCPS, we use a variety of musical experiences to enhance 
our collective worship. 
 
 
Assessment 

At the beginning of each session, teachers have questions that the children answer verbally. 
At the end of the lessons the responses are recorded on paper or via video and this acts as 
our progress for learning in each lesson. Children demonstrate their ability in music in a 
variety of different ways. Teachers will assess children's work in music by making informal 
judgments as they observe them during lessons. On completion of a piece of work, the 
teacher assesses the work and gives oral or written feedback, as necessary, to inform future 
progress. Pupils are also encouraged to make judgments about how they can improve their 
own work. We use this as the basis for assessing the progress of each child and year group.  

 

Music events 

At Christmas time, Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 take part in a musical performance. At 
other times of the year e.g. Harvest, Easter and other sharing assemblies, year groups or the 
whole school come together to provide appropriate musical entertainment. Key Stage 2 
children undertake a carol service at Christmas time and a musical performance at the end 
of the summer term. 
 


