
WW1 RECRUITMENT POSTERS 
 

*This work is linked to Private Peaceful – the novel you should be reading or you 
should have finished reading at home. Please remember to bring this novel back into 

school when we return J with all of your completed work in a folder.* 
 
 
At the beginning of World War 1, there was a large recruiting campaign to persuade healthy 

men to take part in the war and fight for their country. 

 

One of the ways of making men join up was by calling them cowards, just like the old woman 

who called Tommo ‘Chicken’ (p 96–97) in Private Peaceful.  Women were urged to give men 

they loved who refused to join up a white feather in public to shame them into enlisting.  If 

you like poetry you may like to find Recruiting by E.A. Mackintosh, which is about all the 

pressure put on men to go and fight by the very people who are not going off to fight 

themselves! 

 

YOUR TASK (WEEK 3 ENGLISH) 

Another way was with eye-catching posters, which is what we are going to explore: 

1. Have a look online for the posters that were used for recruitment in WW1.  There 

are lots of other posters warning people not to talk about the war, to black out 

their windows etc, but just choose those that try to recruit men. 

2. Pick out the persuasive techniques used.  These could be connected to language 

or strong imagery.  Jot down at least three techniques you decide are effective. 

3. Now design your own WW1 recruiting poster using the techniques you’ve found. 

You can use a computer or you can draw your own but you must use persuasive 

techniques and it should suit the time era too.   

4. Please write a short summary of your poster and explain why you have created it 

the way you have done. You could even annotate your own poster. Good luck J  

 

 


