Information for parents
Key Stage 2 teaching and
SATs
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Year 5/6 team
5EB

Mrs Elizabeth Blackburn [SENDCo]

5JH

Mrs Joanne Herdman

6MG

Mrs Mo Garner/Miss Becky Fletcher

6JC

Mrs Joanne Cafferty [Deputy Headteacher]

6MW

Mr Mark Walker

6BN

Mrs Becka Nixon

Mr Carl Johnson (Maths)
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SATs
 Statutory Assessment Tasks and Tests (also includes Teacher

Assessment).
 Usually taken at the end of Key Stage 1 (at age 7) and at the end of Key
Stage 2 (at age 11).
 TECHNICALLY should be called End of Key Stage tests.

Why have statutory assessment?
 to ascertain what pupils have achieved in relation to the attainment

targets outlined in the national curriculum (2014)
 hold schools accountable for the attainment and progress made by their
pupils
 inform parents and secondary schools about the performance of
individual pupils
 enable benchmarking between schools, as well as monitoring
performance locally and nationally
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Year 5
Roman Numerals

Maths

Order and compare numbers to 1,000,000
Count forwards and backwards in steps of 10 to and from

1,000,000
Round whole numbers to nearest 10,100,1 000,10 000,100 000
Formal written methods
Cubed numbers
Adding and subtracting fractions (same denominator)
Multiplying proper fractions and mixed numbers by whole number
Estimate and compare volume and capacity
Solve problems converting units of time

Moved down from Year 6
Multi-step word problems
Prime numbers (recall up to 19) prime factors and composite

numbers (non-prime)
Multiply 4 digit number by 2 digit
Compare and order fractions whose denominators are all
multiples of the same number
Recognise and use thousandths and relate them to decimal
equivalents
Order and compare numbers up to 3 decimal places
Understand equivalence between metric and imperial units:
inches, pounds and pints
Estimate area of irregular shapes
Identify and measure reflex angles

Year 6
Comparing numbers up to 10,000,000
Formal written methods for long multiplication and division
Adding and subtracting fractions with different denominators
Multiply proper fractions, giving answer in its simplest form
Divide proper fractions by whole numbers
Convert units of volume
Calculate volume of cubes and cuboids

Calculate area (and find angles) of parallelograms,

quadrilaterals and regular polygons
Use co-ordinates in all 4 quadrants
Understand that shapes with the same areas can have different
perimeters and vice-versa
Identify radius , circumference and now that diameter of a circle
is twice radius
Construct pie charts
Find and use ratio (Starts in Year 6)
Use letters to represent unknowns (algebra)
find pairs of numbers that satisfy number sentences involving
two unknowns
Enumerate all possibilities of combinations of 2 variables.
Generate and describe linear sequences
Find solutions to unknowns in problems
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What’s required in Year 6?
Knowledge of multiplication facts up to 12 x 12 (Y4)
Use co-ordinates in first quadrant (Y4)
Area and perimeter of squares and rectangles (Y4)
Rounding decimals to whole numbers (Y4)
Equivalent decimals to common fractions (Y4)
Factor pairs and primes to 20 (Y4)
Divisibility tests
What’s moved to KS3?
Calculator skills
Rotation and translation
Probability
Median/Mode/Range
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English

What’s required?
Preparing poetry for performance
Learning poems by heart
Formal presentations about reading
Précising long passages of writing
Greatly detailed grammar specifics

recognising vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for formal speech and
writing, including subjunctive forms
using passive verbs to affect the presentation of information in a sentence
using the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause
using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely
using modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility
using relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that or with
an implied -ie omitted- relative pronoun)

continue to distinguish between homophones and other words
which are often confused
Spell words with silent letters
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Each pupil registered for the tests will receive:
- a raw score (number of raw marks awarded)
- a scaled score
- confirmation of whether or not they attained
the national standard
Within key stages, schools and teachers will have
the freedom to assess what pupils understand and
can do in a way that best suits the needs of their
school.
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Each child will be assessed by their teachers using
the new curriculum descriptors for Years 3, 4, 5 and 6
This will enable everyone (staff / the child/ parents) to
see what the child needs help with
Our school system:
•Emerging
•Developing
•Secure
•Mastered

13

14

 This academic year the tests dates will be

from the Monday 11th May to Thursday 14th
May 2020.
 Usually there are two tests per day and it is

a busy week for children and staff... alike.
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Reading Comprehension
There will only be one English reading test :

a reading booklet containing around three texts ordered by

increasing reading demand (1800-2300 words) based on different
themes ; approximately 35 questions
Children are given 1 hour to read all the sections and answer
the questions. They can refer back to the texts in the reading
booklet throughout the test.
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 Texts will be richer;

vocabulary more mature
 Questions do NOT get

harder towards the end:
children are required to
constantly scan for required
information across several
paragraphs or even pages.
 Reporting: The raw score

(the total out of 50 marks)
will be converted into a
scaled score and each child
will receive an overall result
indicating whether or not
they have achieved the
required standard on the
test
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SPAG
A new statutory test of English grammar, punctuation and spelling was
introduced for children at the end of Key Stage 2 from May 2013.

The test incorporates previous level 6 and KS3 content in line with

the new curriculum requirements.
Reporting: The raw score (the total out of 70 marks) will be converted
into a scaled score and each child will receive an overall result indicating
whether or not they have achieved the required standard on the test.
The test assesses children’s abilities in the following technical aspects
of English:
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 Grammar:

SPAG

sentence types and clauses (main, subordinate and relative); phrases
(noun, adverbial and adjectival); verbs (finite, past, present perfect, active,
passive, modal, past progressive and subjunctive forms); subject and
object (difference between) determiners, conjunctions (subordinating and
coordinating), prepositions, pronouns and word classes (noun, adjective,
verb, and adverb identification)

 Punctuation:
parenthesis (commas, dashes and brackets); apostrophes (possession and
contraction); full speech (Capitals, comma to separate speaker from direct
speech, end punctuation) use of colon, semi-colons and hyphens.

 Spelling:
prefixes and suffixes, root words and families (and their meaning)


Vocabulary:

mature and challenging language; synonyms and antonyms
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Spelling is SO important
Correct spelling of answers is required for the
majority of marks on the SPAG paper:

Verb forms
Contractions (and apostrophe placement)
Prefixes and suffixes
Plurals
If required to copy or rewrite: no omitted/added/
misspelt words/incorrect use of capitals and
punctuation allowed
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 The Mathematics test consists of 3 papers:
 Paper 1 Arithmetic – Formal methods of 4 operations, lasting 30 minutes
 Paper 2 Reasoning – Word problems, lasting 40 minutes
 Paper 3 Reasoning - Word problems lasting 40 minutes

(Comparing, classifying, explaining, predicting, analysing,
interpreting, constructing, recognising, generating,
solving, comparing, recalling and estimating)
 Questions will progress in difficulty throughout
 Teachers may read questions in both written papers to pupils if asked
 The test also incorporates previous level 6 and KS3 content in line

with the new curriculum requirements.
 Calculators are no longer allowed
 Reporting: The raw score (the total out of 110 marks) will be converted into
a scaled score and each child will receive an overall result indicating
whether or not they have achieved the required standard on the test.
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 A timetable is issued to school, telling us on which days tests

must be administered.
 We can determine at what time tests begin.
 All children must sit the tests at the same time.
 Test papers can only be opened just before the tests begin.
 Tests are completed in classrooms, with any displays that

may help covered over.
 The LA monitor 25% of schools per year; we are visited

often.
 Children are divided into groups for test administration to

ensure they are properly supported and feel secure.
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2020 Predicted Test Timetable
11th May

12th May

13th May

14th May

English paper 2:
(SPAG) part (a)
grammar, spelling
& punctuation

English paper 1:
Reading
1 hour

Maths paper 1:
Arithmetic
30 minutes

Maths paper 3:
Reasoning
40 minutes

English paper 2:
(SPAG) part (b)
Spelling test

15th May

Maths paper 2:
Reasoning
40 minutes

For the majority of children, tests will take place in the morning at the same time; however,
some children may be required to sit their test at a different time or in the afternoon in order to
receive any specific support they are entitled to.
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 In the reading test, children must read the text and questions by









themselves, but MAY have help recording their answers, if this is done
in a normal classroom situation.
In Maths and SPAG, teachers can read questions to any child who
asks; some children will have the whole paper read to them, on a one
to one.
Teachers can encourage children to think about what they have
learned, but not guide or say that an answer is correct or incorrect.
Tests can be chunked to provide a short break to help pupils
concentrate.
Some children can be given up to 25% extra time if they have
identified learning needs. This has to be applied for in advance.
Words on a test paper can be transcribed where a marker may not be
able to read a child’s answer.
Children who struggle to write for long periods of time can have a
scribe.
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SEND children and Year 6 tests
We will always ensure that each child has the best possible
opportunity to perform well in their assessments.

Special access arrangements can be made for any child to
ensure that they are able to demonstrate their knowledge.
Year 6 staff, the SENCO and Teaching Assistants will work
together to decide which, if any, adaptations need to be
made to the assessment process to help your child perform
to the best of their ability.

Access arrangements can take many forms.
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Currently we have to apply to the Local Authority for
each child who has special access arrangements and
give evidence as to why it is necessary.
We have to demonstrate that the arrangements are
‘normal practice’ within school.

If you have any questions or concerns please speak to
staff or contact Mrs Blackburn (SENDCO) for more
information.
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Subject

National
Average
(%)

PCMS
(%)

PCMS
greater
depth
(%)

Reading

73

95

53

SPAG

78

95

68

Maths

79

98

67

Writing
(TA)

78

99

56

Reading,
writing
and Maths

65

95

37
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Currently we have to apply to the Local Authority for
each child who has special access arrangements and
give evidence as to why it is necessary.
We have to demonstrate that the arrangements are
‘normal practice’ within school.

If you have any questions or concerns please speak to
staff or contact Mrs Blackburn (SENDCO) for more
information.
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Year 5/6 activities
• Interclass sports
• Ford Castle
• Keswick trip
• Pantomime
• Skiing trip
• World War 2 day
• London/ Barcelona/ WOW week
We are now going to go into your child’s classroom to
discuss what else parents can do to help their child.
5EB Rm 6; 5JH Rm 7;
6MW Rm 8; 6MG Rm 9; 6JC Rm 10; 6BN Rm 12
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The best help is regular support and interest taken in learning and
progress.
At home
Have high expectations without ‘pressurising’
Supporting home learning by ensuring (online) homework is completed
If you wish to practice with past papers PLEASE ASK; staff will advise which ones
Continue to listen to children read (fiction and non-fiction) aloud; question their
understanding
Regularly question children’s ‘daily’ Maths: Time, Money, Number bonds and
Times Tables
Avoiding absences – see figure 1
On the day
Ensuring children arrive for tests:
feeling calm
in good time
having had breakfast and carrying a water bottle
having gone to bed at a reasonable time
35

Early Research regarding Absences from Schools
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Homework
Monday

Maths (45 mins)

Due in Tues

Tuesday

English (45 mins)

Due in Wed

Wednesday

Reading Plus /Tables & Spellings
(occasionally topic)
Weekly

Thursday

Maths (45 mins)

Due in Fri

Friday

English (45 mins)

Due in Mon.

Homework timetable is in the back of your child’s diary
Every night - reading (15 mins) logged in reading record
Avoiding detention
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Maths Homework
If your child finds the homework too hard, try asking them to
recall what they did in the lesson (view online lessons)
If you think they are spending an excessive amount of time
on it, write a note to this effect in their diary.
If you have exceptional family circumstances which means
your child cannot complete the homework, e.g. Granny’s 70th
birthday party put a note in the diary ahead of this and we
will endeavour to arrange for them to do it in school or
extend the deadline. Children need to work around out of
school routine activities and complete homework.
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Maths Online Homework
Your child will be set Maths homework twice a week. This will
be in a homework book and online.
Encourage them to talk to you about the methods they are
using.
My Maths
Each child has their own personal log on. They can review lessons and re-do the
tasks

Abacus
Each child has their own personal log on. They have their own “area” where tasks
are set, they can customise the background, complete the activities and earn
rewards.

Primary Games & Maths Pack
Text books and resources
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English Homework
Children are sometimes set a short piece of writing for their
English homework
The best way to help your child is to encourage them to plan
their writing first, generating some of the words they may use
and think about the structure (paragraph content, opening,
closing lines etc.)
Ensure they make good use of planning aids, help sheets or
word banks.
After that, the best thing is to ask them to read it aloud to
you. This helps to check for any missing punctuation and to
check it makes sense.
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Online English Homework
Each child has their own personal log on. They have their own
“area” where tasks are set, they can customise the
background, complete the activities and earn rewards. Children
will be given log in details and asked to write them in their
diary.
Online reading – Reading Plus and Bug Club
SPAG.com
Textbooks and resources
See pupil diary for SPAG glossary & KS2 Word list
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Additional Materials
CGP book order(letter goes out in Autumn term)

CGP Books used in school SAT bundles
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Social media
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Social media
In computing lessons children learn about staying safe
online. They learn that:
•Anything posted online is there forever
•They should not say anything online that they would not
say face to face
•Children must be at least 13 to have a
Facebook account
•Any issues with using social networking that impact on
school will be dealt with
•Monitor your child’s screen time and is ‘off’ an hour before
bedtime
•Ensure your child has optimum sleep
44

Social media

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
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Social media / Computing
Please help your child to be responsible online
Do not condone them lying about their age (Facebook/
Fortnite/ COD/GTA)
Ensure their privacy settings on any account they do have
are set at the highest level
Help the teaching staff to focus on teaching your child and
not spending their time sorting out issues which have
occurred outside of school time
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GDPR
Please visit the school website for our policies on how
school collects, stores and uses data.
Our obligations are to control personal information, adopt a
risk based approach and protect people’s privacy further.
When sending emails about your child to school be mindful
of any sensitive information you may include.
Please ensure you have completed the form in your child’s
diary giving consent for photographs to be used in school
publications, including the school website. You may
47
withdraw your consent at any time.

Parent Evenings
There are parents’ evenings in October [and
February] where staff will update you about
the following:
•How your child has settled in
•How your child is coping with having to be
more organised and independent
•How your child is progressing academically
[more so in February parents’ evenings]
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Parental skills/Friends/Parent Forum
We would like to understand what
additional skills you may have and if you
are able/willing to help school in any way.
•Parental skills register (form to collect)
•Friends Association
•Parent Forum
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Applications for
2020-21
Applications for a PCPS place [apart from Reception]
can be made all year via ‘moving schools’ or ‘in year
transfer’ through Northumberland or Newcastle LA,
depending where parents are resident.
Open evening/day/Saturday events for prospective
parents to look around school take place throughout
the Autumn term and school year; published in
newsletter, website and Facebook.
Induction and transition events in Spring and Summer
terms, with school tours and meetings also.
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