
 

 

 

13 November 2017 

Consultation on Proposals the Change the Age Range from 9-13 to 9-16 [and the related 
Admission Arrangements] by Ponteland Academy Trust – 13 Nov 2017 to 8 Jan 2018  

Ponteland Academy Board of Trustees is consulting on proposals to change the Academy’s 
age range from 9-13 to 9-16 and the related admission arrangements which will come into 
effect for students who will be starting Year 9 in September 2019.  The Academy has a 
statutory duty to consult on these arrangements and we are inviting comments on the 
proposed changes. Trustees propose a single application to Ponteland Community Middle 
School’s age range from 9-13 to 9-16. This is based on the parent demand and that the new 
Academy is situated in a cross border [boundary] area of population growth where secondary 
schools are good or outstanding. The change could be perceived to be aligned to local place 
plans and has been referred to Northumberland Local Authority. It is unlikely to have a 
negative impact on the education standards at the academy or at other local schools or 
colleges, as it focuses on providing parental choice and educational continuity. In undertaking 
this consultation, the Academy has due regard to its obligations under the Public Sector 
Equality Duty.  

The proposed changes will affect children who are due to enter Year 9 in September 2019 
(born between 1 September 2005 and 31 August 2006).  Currently, the Academy is able to 
receive applications from parents of all children in Year 5, Year 6, Year 7 and Year 8. The PAN 
of each year group is 150 children.  The Academy proposes to expand its age range to offer 
the opportunity for children to remain at Ponteland Academy for Year 9 in 2019 and Year 10 
and Year 11 in subsequent years and potentially a Lower First School within a 3 tier system in 
time to come.  

As an Academy trust proposing to change their school by three years we can identify similar 
schools which have set a precedent. The proposed admission number of each year group 
would continue to be 150 children as 5FE [form entry]. 

The proposed additional pupils would be accommodated ultimately in 15 new build classrooms 
and specialist facilities. The Academy proposes to submit two applications to Condition 
Improvement Fund for Phase 1 and Phase 2. There are four existing temporary classrooms 
requiring a permanent build. The Academy has land on which to build and preliminary plans 
have been drawn in preparation for a full business case submission for significant change.  

There are no changes to the agreed oversubscription criteria or to the pupil admission number 
for each existing year group.  Full details of the current admission arrangements and existing 
oversubscription criteria are available on the school website. 

The consultation is taking place for a period of six school weeks, between Monday 13 
November 2017 and 12 noon, Monday 8 January 2018. We would welcome your views on the 
proposed change.  

 



 

 

 
 
 

The Consultation is being communicated by Ponteland Academy to the following groups:  

 Trustees  
 Northumberland County Council  
 Affected admission authorities, including Northumberland and Newcastle 
 All parents, carers and guardians of the Academy by newsletter, letter, Parentmail, the Academy 

website and Facebook.  
 Each LA [Northumberland LA, Newcastle LA and North Tyneside LA] which maintain an 

Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) or statement of SEN in respect of a child attending the 
academy  

 Parents in the area and the local community through PontNewsandViews 
 Headteachers/Principals and Chairs of Governors of all primary, secondary, special schools, 

UTC, sixth-form and FE colleges in the area  
 Nursery schools, PVIs and childminders in the local area 
 Ponteland Town Council 
 The Department for Education 
 The Regional School Commissioner 
 Key suppliers 
 Community Groups using the school 
 Charities Commission 

The Academy will hold a public and stakeholder consultation event 6.00 pm – 8.00 pm, Monday                                   
4 December 2017 in the School Hall.  Everyone is invited to attend to hear more about the proposals 
and to ask questions. 

Anyone wishing to submit their views should send comments for consideration to 
admin@ponteland.academy no later than 12 noon on Monday 8 January 2018 when responses will be 
collated and presented to the Board of Trustees for a decision.  

Parents will receive notification on the outcome of the Consultation in January 2018 with statutory 
information also being posted on the Academy’s website.  

In summary, in order to submit a comment by 12 noon, 8 January 2018, please:  

Email admin@ponteland.academy 

Write to Dr Caroline Pryer, Ponteland Community Middle School, Callerton Lane, Ponteland,                     
NE20 9EY 

Attend the Open Consultation Event 6.00 pm to 8.00 pm, Monday 4 December at PCMS 

 
With kind regards 
 

C Pryer 
 
Dr Caroline Pryer 
Headteacher  
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